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against such precision, but there is no reason why efforts should
not be made continuously to approximate to it as much as possible.

Though references to East and West are numerous and frequent
in numberless books and periodicals and speeches, there has as
yet been no comprehensive, concise and authoritative definition
of the terms. Neither the Encyclopedia Brltannica nor the
Encyclopaedia of Social Sciences defines or discusses these concepts.
A comprehensive definition would require the exhaustive examina-
tion of all culture traits and culture complexes and their classification
according as each of them is characteristic of the West or the East,
on the general lines indicated in the Culture Scheme of Professor
Clark Wissler, of the Yale University, or the more elaborate
questionnaire d* ethnographic of the French scholar, M. L. Louis
Marin. Such an elaborate examination is, however, beyond the
limits of this little study.

The other alternative is to examine the views expressed by
competent observers on the contrasts between the East and the
West, and thereby piece together, as it were, a working definition.
Even this is possible only to a limited extent in this study.